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STARTING GRID 

This winter really brought 
home to me the fact that you 
don't have to stop having fun 
on a bike as soon as the clocks 
go back. If Blighty is a bit 
too cold for your track days, 
then there are other options 
as explained by Terry Everest of Everest 
Motorcycles. I tried both Green Laning and 
an off road school with the assistance of our 
friends at Freestyle Training and Desert Rose 
Adventure Academy.Top fun! Riding off road 
can be enjoyed all year round and doesn't 
have to cost a lot more than a tank of petrol. 
Get dirty, it's great! 

We have also been out and about visiting 
customers and using our road bikes for work 
over the winter months. One of the reasons 
this is possible is the amazing progress of kit 
standards. Debbie has a review of a ladies' 
HELD jacket, courtesy of GetGeared, that she 
has been wearing and this stuff really does 
work well. Have a look at the dealers who 
advertise with us for the latest kit available. 

SEB has plenty to offer this year, we are 
constantly becoming involved with new 
ideas and projects. Our first track day at 
Brands Hatch is in March, so come along and 
join us. We will be organising some Green 
Laning outings with Freestyle over the 
coming months. SEB is also really pleased 
to welcome Neil Allen as a contributor to 
the magazine, read his first article here. Neil 
represents the next generation of bikers, 
being considerably younger than yours truly, 
so his insight into the motorcycling world will 
be a real bonus. 

Over Christmas I actually watched a bit 
of TV, something I normally avoid unless it 
involves two wheels, and caught a couple of 
excellent motorbike programmes. 

Speed Dreams: the fastest place on earth, 
followed the fortunes of a load of blokes 
in garages putting together bikes from 
bits to have a crack at speed records on 
the Bonneville Salt flats.The other was the 
Dakar Rally (run in South America). In a world 
obsessed with Health and Safety, Political 
Correctness and all the Euro regulations 
telling as what we can't do next, it's fantastic 
to realise there are still people out there 
prepared to have a crack at these mad events 
and make life interesting! Motorcycling 
still represents the spirit of freedom and 
individuality we enjoy so much. Long may it 
continue... 

NickTunstill, Editor 

( 3 ) south east biker magazine 
H@southeastbiker 
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T he future is Bright, the future is Orange, so 
went the slogan, and I think I should add, 
the future is off road. Ok, my opinion, but 
after a day at The Desert Rose Adventure Riding 
Academy, and being a dedicated day to day road 
rider, I have to say if you want to have serious fun 
on two wheels, this is a definite option. 

The Academy is run by Patsy Quick with 
instructors Clive'Zippy'Town and Steve Aylard. 
Having competed in the famous Dakar Rally four 
times, including becoming the first British woman to 
complete the event, there is not much Patsy doesn't 
know about riding off road. The other instructors 
have years of experience in rallying, racing, enduro 
and pretty much anything to do with the dirt. 

These guys can take you from the very basics 
through to race and rally preparation. 

I turned up on the first proper cold morning 
of winter. Late October and the temperatures 
were hovering around zero but with a brisk wind, 
certainly felt chillier. The training takes place deep 
in the East Sussex countryside in a beautiful setting. 
The land has a superb mixture of fields, trails and 
woodland paths. There were ten students on the 


day of my training, I was on Stage 1, for complete 
novices. Most of us had no or little off road 
experience. Though most had plenty of tarmac 
miles under their belts. 

After the obligatory cuppa and an introduction 
to the instructors, we sort out the kit. As well as 
the bikes, all the kit is included, which again is very 
specific to off road use. You are welcome to take 
your own and it will be checked over before use. 
Almost everything about riding off road differs from 
what we normally encounter on our daily road trips. 
Body armour is important, the boots are seriously 
hard core and both take get a bit of getting used to. 
Gloves are lightweight, as are the trousers and tops. 
This type of riding is hard work and it's important to 
have a balance between protection and comfort. It 
can be cold when not moving but once on the go 
you soon warm up. Kind of the opposite again of 
general biking. 

Next, it's onto the bikes. Even getting on and off 
differs from road bikes, Rewiring the brain is one 
of the biggest challenges. Ok the controls are what 
we are used to, however the bikes have a knack to 
starting and stopping that is somewhat different. 







Once kitted and biked up, we head off to the field 
for a few circuits to get used to the machines. 

Then the instruction and practice begins. Broken 
down into easily absorbable chunks, you are 
talked through each section and then practise it. 
There's an awful lot to take in, but it's delivered 
in a manner and style that gives you the chance 
to practise each component. Balance and 
control are key; being able to quickly adjust your 
position and feather the clutch and front brake 
are a must. Body position dictates where the grip 
is optimal, and off road the conditions are constantly 
changing. Section by section we tackled wet grass, 
muddy tracks, gravel, wooded areas and steep slopes 
in both directions. The setting for all this malarkey is 
not only a very attractive piece of Sussex countryside, 
but contains a great variation of all the basic off road 
surfaces you are likely to encounter (with the possible 
exception of sand dunes!). 

A much needed lunch break gave us time to 
rest and reflect on the morning's exertions and 
what we had learned. A lot as it happened. During 
the afternoon we pushed it all a little more and 
had ample chance to really practise all the skills we 
had been taught in the morning. Obviously you 
stand a pretty a good chance of parting company 
with your bike when riding off road, particularly 
when inexperienced. Knowing howto deal with 
this, picking up the bike and getting going again 
and what to do when really stuck (apart from crying) 
is vital. 


At the end of the day, you are knackered. Not 
only is it the physical exertion of riding a bike under 
totally different conditions quite challenging, but 
the concentration levels are a lot higher as you are 
constantly monitoring the ever changing landscape 
in front of you and how to deal with it. 

Personally, it was all about confidence. You know it 
is possible to get up or down that slope or through 
that mud as you have seen it done, but you really 
need to go for it and if you have any doubts you are 
going to make it, you probably won't. 

And, having done a fair selection of motorcycle 
related activities, the confidence to push yourself 
and the bike to master skills you have been taught 
is what it is all about. 

So, to all you road riders out there, give this a go at 
least once. Like anything, it's not for everyone. But 
you will come away with a much greater awareness 
of how your bike behaves when the grip we take for 
granted from tarmac is removed. 
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That patch of gravel or 
muddy field entrance may not 
seem quite as threatening. 

If you get the taste for it, 
this day could be the start of a 
whole new adventure. 

Once you have completed 
a day's training you might 
be inspired to take up an 
off road challenge such as 
Enduro or Hare and Hounds 
competitions. Tuition, 
including, one to one, can 
be tailored to your individual 
needs. Or you may fancy 
signing up to one of Desert 
Rose's tours to Morocco and 
really test yourself for a week. 

So many thanks to Patsy, 
Zippy and Steve at the 
Desert Rose Adventure 
Riding Academy. Full 
information on all they 
offer can be found at www. 
adventureridingacademy.com 


THE BIKES. 

There is a definite orange 
theme to the Academy with 
the use of KTM machines.The 
bikes available are the KTM 
400 EXC and 690 Enduro R. 

I used the 690, and what a 
great machine it is too. ■ 
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MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 
& ACCESSORIES 


OPENING HOURS: Tuesday-Friday, 08.30-18.00; Saturday, 08.30-17.00; Sunday, 10.30-16.00. 


• Your friendly main franchised dealers in East Sussex 
and West Kent for Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki and 
SYM; for Sales, Parts, Accessories & Service. 

• Huge range of Used Bikes and YOUR BIKE WANTED 
for cash or Part Exchange 

• Big discounts on Michelin and Dunlop tyres 

Give us a try! We’re probably 
cheaper than you think! 


2013 Arai range now in plus custom 
201 f itting and helmet servicing 
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• CBT £99 

• Direct Access and A Licences 

• FREE CRT with ALL NEW 125cc motorcycles purchased! 
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• The Largest Clothing and Helmet display in East 
Sussex and Kent of top brands such as AGV, Arai, 

Bell, BKS, Caberg, Dainese, Frank Thomas, RST, Richa, 
Shark, Shoei, Sidi, Spada, TCX and Wolf. 

• Specialist sections for Ladies, Children and Outsize. 

Personal service and C ustom 
fittingto guaranteelsatisfaction""** 













Nick Tunstill spends a day with a rather dirty machine 


le 
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W ell as I had spent a day 
on one these bikes, it 
seemed appropriate to 

review it. 

First of all, if you are used to 
road bikes, don't be put off by the 
engine size. These bikes are so well 
designed and balanced that if you 
took off all the insignia you would 
be hard pushed to work out what 
size bike you were riding. 

The 690 is an adventure bike 
with proper off road credentials. 

The 2012 model is a full 690cc 
single cylinder four stroke with an 
output of 66bhp, plenty for both 
on and of road use. Components 
are high spec, slipper clutch, 
adjustable WP suspension, 
brembo brakes, stainless steel 
exhaust and an ultra light steel 
trellis frame. The tank holds 12 
litres of fuel which is adequate for 
a bike this size.The styling is great, 
a real head turner of a machine. 

I think KTM always score really 
highly on this front, love 'em or 


hate 'em you can't miss them! The 
weight of the 690 is an astonishing 
138kg. Seat height is tall at 
910mm, as you would expect from 
a machine with this level of off 
road ability. It is fairly comfortable 
to be honest and longer trips 
wouldn't be a major issue. Spoked 
wheels are 21 "front and 18" rear. 

Now I am not an off road rider 
with much experience, so wouldn't 
like to pass judgment on the KTM's 
true off roading abilites. Flowever, 
judging by my day on the orange 
beastie, and chatting to much 
more able riders, the KTM can 
handle most that is thrown at it.The 
limitation will be the rider, not the 
machine. From my point of view the 
bike is light, agile, easy to ride and 
gives you confidence to attempt 
any obstacles. You know the bike 
can do it, but can you?? The clutch 
is beautifully light, the brakes strong 
with plenty of feel and there is more 
than enough power on tap from the 
mighty single. 


The KTM 690 Enduro R would 
put a grin on your face on the 
daily trip to work and give you a 
real treat at weekends. There's no 
reason why you couldn't head off 
into Europe on it, particularly if you 
avoid the tedium of motorways. 

It's not a cheap machine, coming 
in at around £7200, but it is a very 
high quality product. 

If you are in the market for one 
motorbike that can genuinely 
tackle anything in the dirt as well 
as holding its own on the tarmac, 
the 690 is well worth a look. ■ 

USEFUL INFO 

KTM 690 ENDURO R 

Weight.138.5kg 

Seat height.910mm 

Fuel capacity.12 litres 

Engine size.690cc 

Engine.Single-cylinder, 4-stroke, 

spark-ignition engine, liquid-cooled 

Frame..Tubular molybdenum 

chrome steel frame 

Wheel base.1,504±15 mm 

G/Clearance (unloaded).280 mm 













Tatsfield, Approach Road, 
Westerham, Kent/Surrey Border. 
TN16 2JT 

(Follow the signs for the reptile zoo) 
01959 577911 

helmetcitytatsfield@live.co.uk 
www.helmetcity.co.uk 
Mon-Fri 9am - 5.30pm Sat 9am-5pm 
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BMCRC announces the chance to try the 
bikes before the start of the season! 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 








I f you're aged 13-18 and been wondering about 
the National Junior Cup now's your chance to try 
the bikes and even get your Race Licence sorted 
out ready to start the season. 

In its second year, the National Junior Cup 
will be contested over eight rounds with a non- 
Championship season opener at Snetterton 300 at 
the end of March. 

The series will go to two rounds with BSB and six 
at Bemsee.The bike options for 2013 are the new 
Kawasaki Ninja 300, with the basic package ready 
to race for just £3999 +VAT. Or look at a second¬ 
hand option, the Ninja 250 used in 2012, a highly 
specification race bike upgraded to the same output as 
the new 300. There are just a few of these still available. 

Both bikes are available to try at the Bemsee Race 
School over the weekend of the 23-24th February at 


Brands Hatch Indy. 

If you've already got an ACU Race Licence and you 
fall into the 13-18 year old category then just get in 
touch and the Club will book you a slot on the 24th to 
test the bike — Free of Charge! 

You can try either the 300 or the upgraded 250, 
possibly both! 

If you've not yet got your Licence then you can book 
into do the Bemsee Race School and go through 
the classroom session for your ACU CTC Course 
on Saturday 23rd and then be on-track with Club 
Instructors on the Sunday! 

To book or discuss just contact Mike Dommett on 
01708 720305 or email mikedommett@hotmail. 
com we will also send you a full info pack on 
the 2013 Series and details of the second-hand 
options still available. 
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The Ultimate 
Riding Machine 


aSSF 


BMW MOTORRAD. 

JUST AROUND THE CORNER. 



At Cooper Tunbridge Wells Motorrad you’ll 
find everything you need from your local BMW 
motorcycle retailer. Come in fora chat with our 
friendly and enthusiastic staff, browse our clothing 
and accessories range or simply relax reading a 
paper in our bikers lounge. 

If the sun is shining why not take one of our BMW 
Approved Used Bikes or New Model demonstrators for 
a test ride*? We are located just off the A21 with easy 
access to the stunning Kent and Sussex countryside. 


Our services include: 

• New and Approved Used BMW’s for sale • Servicing and MOT test centre 

• Clothing and Accessories • Genuine BMW Parts • Cooper Riders Club for Kent 


IT’S THE PERFECT EXCUSE FOR A DAY OUT SO 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON. 

Cooper Tunbridge Wells Motorrad 

Longfield Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3UE (North Farm Retail Park) 

0845 125 5851 www.cooperbikestunbridgewells.co.uk 
mail@coopertwmc.bmw-net.co.uk 


Test ride subject to applicant status and availability. 










Theres a petrol station opposite my house and a common site at the weekend are 
motorcyclists and their bikes appearing covered in mud, fuelling up and disappearing 
off into the distance. NickTunstill joins them to see what they are up to... 


Photos: Steve Aylard, www.fastframephotography.co.uk 


N ow I have always fancied a go at whatever 
they have been up to. You don't get 
yourself and your bike filthy in the 
middle of winter unless it's for an extremely 
entertaining reason. The fabled "Green Laning"is 
one of those activities that seems a bit exclusive 
unless you know the right people and places 
to go. The thought of ending up some remote 
farm track where you are being chased by an 
irate farmer with dogs, or, even worse, being 
marooned in a bog somewhere and having to 
make an embarrassed call for help is enough to 
put off the adventure for another day. 


So, when I got the chance to go trail riding legally 
with John Vannuffel oftheTrail Riders'Fellowship and 
Steve Aylard, our esteemed photographer, I jumped at 
it. As a road riding biker I obviously needed a machine 
that was up to the job. To be honest, I had no real idea 
what to expect; as it had rained not stop since the 
hosepipe ban, I knew mud would be involved, but 
how deep and what other delights lay in store, I would 
have to wait and find out. I was also out with a couple 
of pretty experienced dirt riders who would have the 
right kit and bikes for the terrain. 

Luckily my step-son Alex bought a 1996 DTI 25 
this year and I had picked up a set of wheels and 
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GREEN LANING 



Most of the trail sections were linked by lovely little 
back roads and farm tracks that seem to be have 
been lost in time. Winding our way north, we headed 
up towards Hailsham and 
tackled one of the hardest 
sections that meandered 
across the marshes. Serious, 
deep mud, the front wheel 
like moving around like a 
slick on butter, first "off" just 
missed plunging into the 
unwelcoming ditches either 
side. You have a choice, ride 
in a rut that is about a foot 
high and a tyre width... 
tricky, or try the virgin grass 
either side...tricky too! I 
soon realised that style or 
technique on these sections 
had to go out of the 
window and just reaching 
the end was a victory. I 
made it eventually and we 
carried on north through a 
mixture of woodlands, farm 
tracks and fields.Trail riding 
is physically and mentally 
tough. Especially as most of 
the time I was concentrating 
so hard on staying on the 
bike. You are up and down 
on the saddle, sit when 
you get a chance then on 
the pegs to get the best 
balance. All the time you 
are working the clutch to 
keep drive to the rear and 
momentum on the bike. Go 
too slow and you will get 
bogged down, too fast and 
the crash will hurt more. 

By lunchtime we were 
at Cross-in-Hand for a 
refuel both for ourselves 
and the bikes. Now, if you 
have never ridden off-road 
before, a morning like this 
would probably be sufficient. However I still had to 
ride around Crowborough, Rotherfield and Mark 
Cross and then via more trails and tracks, back to 
Seaford. We would be riding a little country road, then 
suddenly John would turn alongside a little cottage 


knobblies from eBay, "just in case". So with the help of 
my eldest, Josh, we fitted the wheels and gave it a little 
shakedown along a nice simple track in Crowborough. 
I must admit I had a bit 
of a secret fear of the 
bike's offroad capabilities 
being more show than 
performance. However, the 
little Yam was splendid and 
has far more potential than 
my limited ability can do 
justice. As a starter bike for 
this sort of jaunt, it was spot 
on. Of course I was going 
to crash, but I could lift it up 
relatively easily, even when 
I trapped my leg under it. 

Obviously a bit short of 
grunt in some areas but it 
only really showed a bit on 
the road sections and the 
DT will happily crack along 
at 60 or so. 

We took the van to 
Seaford to meet John. A 
nice early start. As it was 
dead of winter we were 
against the clock as well 
as mud, gravel, rocks and 
a cold snap. We fuelled up 
and headed out of town to 
the first bit of dirt, down a 
gravelly track at the foot of 
the Downs. Nothing too 
tricky there. John took us 
along a grassy section that 
was a dead end. Now this 
was when it started to get 
interesting, trying to control 
the front wheel in this stuff 
was hard, seriously hard! I 
was hoping there wasn't 
going to be too much of 
this. Back onto a track then 
some road work. John took 
us on what I thought were 
long forgotten routes but 
bizarrely many of these trails had houses dotted along 
them. We threaded our way along the Downs, with a 
fantastic long blast along an old coach road running 
parallel with the hills.This was bloody brilliant I have 
to say. 
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and disappear up what looked like a small gulley. I 
had no option but to press on and follow. It's bizarre 
to think that for many years these little backways were 
the main connections between a lot of communities. A 
fascinating way to visit unseen parts of our countryside 
with John providing a history lesson on the way. 

By mid afternoon, I was feeling it.The concentration 
wasn't there, I had to slow down considerably just to 
navigate the obstacles. I didn't want to fall off anymore 
as I hadn't the energy to pick up the bike! The old 
knees were creaking as we approached the Downs in 
the gathering gloom."Now you have a choice here" 
said John, "head back along the road, or one last 
challenge with a trail back over the Downs" Well I was 
there, on a bike, covered in mud, so it was a no brainer. 
One last effort and we skirted a small hamlet and 
headed upwards and over the last muddy obstacle. 

By the time we arrived back in Seaford it was dark and 
threatening to rain. John took us along the seafront to 
round off a perfect day of motorbiking. Many thanks to 
John and Steve for their patience, tips and managing 
not to laugh outloud at my offroading abilities. 

Oh.. .and the day cost me £8 in fuel!! 

Fancy a go? There are numerous BOATS (byways 
open to all traffic) that can be accessed within reach 
of us all. An ordnance survey map is a good start. 
However it is hard to judge how tricky these are by a 
map alone. Do some research on the internet, there 
are various resources and the status of these byways 
can change. In fact, John spotted one that had been 
incorrectly marked when we were out and some are 
also in dispute, so some care is required. A great way 
to start is to lookattheTrail Riders's Fellowship website 
www.trf.org.uk. Not only does this have most of the 
information you require but also how to behave and 
the legalities of it all. Remember you need a road legal 


vehicle that is taxed and 
insured. Consideration 
for others is the key. 

Walkers, horse riders and 
others are not always 
expecting motorbikes, so 
please give way and stop and wait for all these users. 
Unfortunately, as ever, a few idiots spoil it for the rest 
of us by hooning around like twats.These trails are a 
fantastic resource that we pay for and are entitled to 
use appropriately. 

If you have the chance, go out with a group or 
someone who knows the ropes. Freestyle at Wadhurst 
are running guided trail days around East Sussex. Start 
with some off road training with Freestyle or Desert 
Rose to grasp the basic techniques you need.This will 
give you the confidence to tackle some of the more 
tricky stuff you will encounter. One of the bonuses of 
this type of riding is the trails are never the same twice. 
The seasons, weather and usage all combine to present 
a continual challenge. You are not in a competition 
with anyone. Ride at your own pace, it's yourself and 
your bike trying to overcome any obstacles in your 
way. You can pick the level you want to ride at. My 
favourite bits were the long gravelly, pot holed and 
puddly trails. However when 
you have negotiated a steep 
rock and log strewn stream 
bed, you have a great sense 
of achievement. The views 
are spectacular and, at this 
time of year, it's a fantastic 
way to enjoy motorbikes, 
the countryside and the 
fresh air. Get out there and 
get dirty! ■ 
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OFF ROAD TRAINING 



I I C/C3 f v/w 

loin tile Freestyle Training team 
on our monthly Trail Bide. 

Follow our knowledgeable guide and 
learn the safe and permitted trails 
through Kent and East Sussex. 


Only £15.00 per rider - includes tea/coffee, bacon roll and a donation to the 
TRF Fighting Fund, campaigning to keep trails open for motorcyclists. 

For more information, or to book your place, 
email: training@freestylebikes.co.uk 

www.freestylebikes.co.uk twitter: @trainfreestyle facebook: Freestyle-Training 
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the 3D air mesh panels in the back 
of the jacket to help circulate air 
and some double up as pockets. 

Held have given the Davina jacket 
two deep pockets at the front and 
Velcro waist bands, but the most 
amazing piece to this jacket is an 
extended back panel that goes 
down below your butt. I have 
NEVER been out on a ride and felt 
so warm and comfortable in winter 
but in this jacket is exactly what 
it feels like. The price is £449.99, 
which I hear you cry, is a lot for one 
jacket. But if you broke it down, this 
one purchase will take you through 
the summer without having to 
change your jacket, so really there 
is no need for you to buy another 
one. For those of us that ride all 
year round and want to feel as 


By Debbie Tunstill 


, h no, I hear you say not another HELD jacket 
Ireview, but I was lucky enough to be given 
'the chance to review the Held Davina 
jacket and, of course, couldn't turn it down. I 
was in GetGeared at Leatherhead, just before 
Christmas and saw this new jacket from Held. 

To say this is an all weather jacket is just 
understating it really. Held have made the 
ultimate ladies' riding jacket. That really 
can cope with all weather conditions. I 
would say it is one that will rival some 
of the best on the market. 

The Davina ladies GTX Held jacket 
has GORE-TEX Performance Shell, 

GORE-TEX triple-layer membrane and is 
completely waterproof. It has a Durable 
DuPont Cordura 500D outer shell, a 
detachable thermo liner and an Air- 
Vent system makes it comfortable in all 
conditions. Held have constructed a jacket 
that can be used in summer as well as in 
the depths of winter. 

As you put your arm in to the jacket, it feels like you're 
putting on a duvet, the thermal lining is so soft and warm. A few 
days before Christmas there was a hard frost on the grass and I 
put on my thermal top with my favourite EDZ fleece, but whilst 
riding around I was just too hot and had to take off the fleece. 

A few days later I went out on a cold day without my thermal 
top and I still had to open a couple of the vents. These are great 
as they do not let in the cold air but they let the perspiration 
out so out the perspiration so you do not get wet. The vents are 
well placed and help to keep air circulating around your body 
without letting any warm air out making it breathable. 

The Davina GORE-TEX ladies motorcycle jacket is constructed 
with advanced materials, to offer you the best in performance 
and comfort for those long expeditions across Continents or 
the daily commute. As with all Gore-Tex motorcycle clothing, 
the Performance Shell Z liner is 100% water and wind proof 
providing perfect weather protection, whilst remaining highly 
breathable. You are always dry, warmer in winter, cooler and 
more comfortable in summer. 

For summer riding, the thermal lining is thick and warm but 
take that out and you have a great lightweight summer jacket 
and storm cuffs keep wind out whatever time of year. The 
additional air vent zippers can be opened, which are aided by 
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comfortable in winter as in summer then 
this jacket is the one for you. It has a good 
number of pockets so you can keep lots 
of items safe but distributed throughout 
the jacket. You will not have the one 
pocket bulge where you have 
your purse, phone and anything 
else you may need to carry. 

The two large pockets at the 
front are good to carry your 
passport, so you can get to 
them easily if on tour. There 
is a perfect pocket on the 
outside top front you can put 
a radio or phone in, but it has 
three inside too. 

There is only one negative I can find 
which is generic and not specific to Held. 

As with most bike clothing in this country, 
black or grey are the main colours. The 
Davina comes in black or red with grey, they 
both have reflective strips on the arm and 
shoulders. If manufacturers could add just a 
little more colour to their clothing, as it is all 
rather dark, that would be a small request. 
To be fair to Held their previous jackets have 


had colour to them but not this season unfortunately. 

I really love this jacket and have enjoyed wearing 
it so much. Held have really surprised me as I have 
managed to find two great jackets they make, 

Davina and Skye, that fit me really well. I have always 
found kit hard to fit me, due to my figure not 
conforming to the stereotypical ladies'dream 
figure (super model, slim and tall) that the 
manufacturers seem to have in their minds. 
It is difficult trying kit on in the shops as 
it is not until you get on your bike that 
you feel if a jacket or trousers are too 
tight in certain places. If you are blessed 
with a great figure, then you are lucky and 
you will not understand what I am talking 
about. But many women have the same 
issues; short legs, big boobs, short arms and not 
the flattest tummy! 

I have to give a big thank you to Held for giving me 
the opportunity to wear this amazing jacket and to 
GetGeared at Leatherhead. Ollie and the team are so 
helpful and friendly, they're always ready to welcome 
you with a coffee and a smile. The Held Davina GTX 
is a real dream of a jacket and I am enjoying every 
minute wearing it, it is just a shame from now on I 
won't wear any of my other jackets... 



INSURANCE CHAMPIONS 

CUTTING PRICES NOT CORNERS 
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FIRST ON SCENE... 



HELP... What do I do now? 
The Biker Down course 


incident and the always difficult 
question of how and when to 
remove a motorcyclist's helmet. 
Basically, you are taking control 
until the paramedics arrive and 
take over. Hopefully, in the South 
East of England, this shouldn't be 
too long, but those few minutes 
could be absolutely vital. 

Biker Down also gave an insight 
as to how to minimise these 
incidents in the first place with 
an interesting talk by PC Andy 
Slack of the Forensic Collision 
Investigation Reconstruction Unit, 
(Science of Being Seen)! 

Sussex Safer Roads Partnership 
provided funding for some 
freebies as well, including a rather 
smart first aid kit. 



S 


o you are out riding one sunny Sunday 
.afternoon and you ride round a bend and 
'are faced with a motorbike on its side, a rider 
motionless in the road and a car at an angle with a 
big dent in it. You are the first on scene, or maybe 
have just arrived as a couple of witnesses work out what to do. As a 
biker, you want to help an injured motorcyclist, but would you know 
what to do for the best of 
all involved? 

Luckily now there is 
a free course run by 
Sussex and Kent Police 
and Fire departments in 
conjunction with the Safer 
Roads Partnership that 
can point us in the right 
direction and prepare us 
for this situation. 

NickTunstill and Dean 
Cook went down to 
Durrington in November to a Biker Down workshop. 

It's important to point out that is not purely a First Aid course. The 
subjects include what to do when you first arrive at the scene and make it 
safe, dealing with casualties and making sure the emergency services can 
get to work effectively as soon as they arrive. 

The first part of the workshop covers all you need to know to take some 
form of control over the situation until the emergency services take over. 

Making sure there are no further incidents is vitally important at 
this stage and you are shown the best methods to achieve this. Often 
by-standers are more of a hindrance than help, so you need to be able 
to deal with these effectively. When and how do you move casualties, 
vehicles, debris etc? This is all covered in detail. 

The second part consists of the casualty management aspect. As I said, 
it's not a full first aid course, but gives you the basic skills to deal with an 


This is an excellent workshop, an 
evening well spent. I would urge 
all motorcyclists and pillions to 
attend one if possible. Hopefully 
you will never need to use these 
skills, but if it ever came to it, at 
least you would be prepared. 

Many thanks indeed 
to the following: Sussex 
Police PC Glen McArthur 


(Science of being Seen; 
Acting Police Sergeant 
Stuart McConachie (First 
Aid); West Sussex Fire & 
Rescue Watch Manager 
Richard Pullen, (First 
Aid); Station ManagerTim Hale 
(Fire Bike Team); also to James 
Sanderson of Kent Fire Brigade. 

If you want to get on one of 
these workshops, contact crt. 
west@sussex.pnn.police.uk or 
bikerdown@kent.fire-uk.org 
There is a course scheduled for 
25th February at Crawley Fire 
Training Centre at 7pm. Other 
dates and venues available. 
Spaces are limited and will be 
allocated on a first come, first 
serve basis. 


(Course organiser); PC 
Andy Slark, Forensic 
Collision Investigation 
Reconstruction Unit 
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Know where your 
loved one is 24/7 

Protect your bike and valuable kit with the cost-effective 
MotoTracker Security System. If your motorbike moves, 
without your knowledge, it will just simply text you. 


THEKIT 

1 x GPS Tracker 
1 x Mains Charger 
1 x Motorbike Power Unit 
2x Back-up Batteries 
1 x Magnetic Case 
1 x Waterproof Cover 

1 x Lifetime registration on the NMPR 
4x Tamper-proofHolographicTags 

2 x RFID Microchips that can be read 

by scanners used by the Police and 
Trading Standards. 

PLUS: UK based support and warranty. 



If your bike is stolen, phone our FREE helpline and we will talkyou 
through the process of reporting and recovering your machine. 

Also included in the kit: Two RFID (Radio Frequency IDentity) 
Microchips and four Anti-Deterrent Anti-Tamper Holographic ID 
Tags which should deter any motorcycle thief. 

* SIM Card not included. Optional SIM Card set up service available for £20 including £10 phone credit. 


The complete kit is just £149 plus £3.50 P&P. Optional SIM card fitting and set up service available. 

For more information call: 01892 710954 

Order online: www.mototracker.co.uk or via paypal: info@mototracker.co.uk or send your details 
and cheque to: 'MotoTracker; Friars Gate Farm, Mardens Hill, Crowborough, East Sussex.TN61XH 


M^TRACKER 

mototracker.co.u k 


QRICEIS.COM 


Quick Response I.C.E. Information Stickers 



Quick Response (QR) and In Case of Emergency (I.C.E) are two popular standards 
/ technologies that we have uniquely married together to create a new information 
safety product. 

Originating from barcodes typically used to point at websites when scanned, we 
embed I.C.E text in the codes giving the the idea of Quick Response In-Case of 
Emergency Information Stickers on helmets. 

Primarily aimed at motorcyclists, these can be used by cyclists, ski-ers, walkers, anyone 
outside and vulnerable. 


The advantages 
of QRICIES 

• No need to remove the 
helmet or move injured 
person to identify them 

• Informs loved ones/ 

Next of Kin quickly 

• Incorporates the 
internationally recognised 
ICE symbol/ system 

• Simple, basic information 
supplied by customers 
themselves 

• High quality laminated 
vinyl sticker, resistant to 
weather, chemicals and 
scratches 


Cost effective, currently £> 7.99 for four stickers delivered. Club discounts available. 

Great reaction from paramedics, fire services, traffic police and motorcycling 
organisations. Our aim is to have the system recognised so that first responders can 
act accordingly and hopefully transmit useful information as quickly as possible, 
especially to loved ones. 


www.QBICEIS.com • info@QRICEIS.co.uk • @QRICIES 


• QR Scanner App freely 
downloadable 

• No phone signal required 

• A 5 Op donation to a charity 
of customers’ choice 
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CHARITY RUN-PART ONE 



umhlm June zui ^dyiuufjui lime 

motorcyclists on Triumph Bonnevilles, and 
two support vehicles left Kitchener Barracks 


in Chatham to begin a ride which took two 


years of planning, and fund raising. Written 


by Dave Muckle 


GREAT ESCAPE 
CHARITY RIDE 


II 


T he basis of this ride is the historical fact 

behind the film classic "THE GREAT ESCAPE" 
Although the characters portrayed in the 
film were fictional, they are based on real men, 
who gave their lives during World War II. It was 
their belief that their actions behind enemy lines, 
to both harass and necessitate the maximum use 
of manpower to discover them, was their duty. 

One of these men, played by Lord Richard 
Attenborough in the film, was Squadron Leader Roger 
Bartlett, who, in real life, was based on Squadron Leader 
Roger Bushell. Roger was a South African national who 
loved life. An international skier, who rose to become 
a Squadron Leader of 92 Squadron, based at RAF 
Hornchurch, Essex. On 23rd May 1940 he flew across 
the Channel to assist with the evacuation of Dunkirk. 
After shooting down two Messerschmitt 110's, he was 
in turn shot down and landed on a beach in France. 
Taken prisoner by the Luftwaffe, he was to become one 


of their major problems. After various escape attempts, 
which so nearly succeeded, he was sent to Stalag Luft III 
in Zagen, Silesia, now Zagen, Poland. 

He is now under the threat of death if he attempted 
to escape again. In the film he became Big X, and was 
one of the masterminds ofThe GREAT ESCAPE which 
took place on the night of 24th March 1944. 

Our first stop was Laguna Motorcycles Triumph 
dealership in Ashford where we were met by 
motorcyclists from the Royal British Legion Riders 
Branch (RBLR), and the Riders Association of Triumph 
(RATS), who accompanied us to our first'official'stop at 
the Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel le Feme. 

After the obligatory photos, we left to catch the 
ferry. We were now, for the first time, on our own. Bikes 
fuelled and loaded we headed up for breakfast but 
no sooner had we finished, we were invited up to the 
bridge to meet the captain. This was an eye opener as 
there are only ever three people up there! 
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Docking in Dunkerque, we had to use the motorway to 
get to Eindhoven in Holland as fast as possible. We were 
expected at 6pm to take part in the naming ceremony 
for a Dutch Airforce Cl 30 Hercules. Unfortunately we 
were late but the television crew and local press were 
still there waiting for us. Interviews over and food eaten, 
we slept in accommodation on the base. 

Day 2 saw us riding with a police escort to meet a 
group of Dutch WWII re-enactors and their 40 military 
vehicles, mainly American. Today was a history day as we 
were led from Eindhoven to Arnhem, along the route 
of Op Market Garden, via 
the fields where the gliders 
and airborne forces landed, 
to the bridge at Arnhem. 

Accommodation was 
supplied by the Dutch Army 
Airborne Division, a hugely 
interesting day, short on 
riding (70 miles) but lots of 
information to take in. 

Day 3 was the first full day 
of riding, the location for that 
night was with the Officers Mess 
at Hohne Garrison, Germany, 
a distance of 240 miles away. 

Riding on A/B roads, and taking 
into account stops for fuel and 
food - at least one slice of'apfel' 
cake a day, it was getting late 
when we arrived. As most of us 
went for dinner in the mess, two 
of our number,'Spud & Cookie'were whisked off to 
the local BFBS studio for an interview live on air. That 
night we were entertained in the mess by the'live in' 
officers with some cheap beer. In the morning we had 
to wait a bit for a film crew from BFBS to come and 
film us departing the base, after about an hour all the 
interviews were done and we were on our way. 

Day 4 saw us heading into the old East Germany by 
crossing the River Elbe by ferry, and yes, you can tell it 
still hasn't caught up with the rest of Germany in places. 
Today would see us riding 200 miles via Schwerin and 
Rostock en-route to a small Baltic town called Barth. 
Accommodation was in a youth hostel, bit of a joke 
really as apart from one, the youngest member of the 
team was in his 40's, but it was clean and had showers. 

That night we were the guests of the local Motorcycle 
Club for a BBQ and the local beer. We took along our 
Steve McQueen replica bike for them to see (more 
later) and a jolly ol' night was had by all. 

Barth was the location of Stalag Luft I, the first POW 
camp that Roger Bushell was sent to and ONE woman, 
who as a young girl was treated very badly by the 


Russians when they arrived, is the force behind the 
local museum. So the following morning, (Day 5), we 
had a couple of hours there, before riding out to the 
site of the camp where a memorial stands to those who 
were imprisoned there. From there it was cross-country 
to Berlin, a city steeped in history. 

As we entered the city we stopped at the British 1939- 
45 War Cemetery to lay a wreath on the grave of... one 
of the 50 escapees murdered by the Gestapo. 

Again we stayed at a Hostel, the Generator Hostel in 
what was East Berlin, a new building and well worth 
considering if you are 
travelling out that 
way. One of our team, 
'Kreige' who was a 
POW in Gulf War I, was 
celebrating his birthday 
so we went round to 
an Italian restaurant to 
celebrate. 

In the morning we 
had to see what we 
could in the time 
allowed, so first stop 
was the former SS 
Headquarters. We 
knew they were largely 
destroyed by bombing 
during WWII but not 
the extent....there's 
nothing left! They have 
however built the 
Topography ofTerror museum on the site, there is also 
a section of the Berlin wall still in place there. 

After about 30 minutes we were asked to move by 
the local Police, he said it was because we were illegally 
parked - but maybe the big signs on the support 
vehicles saying 'GREAT ESCAPE II' had something to do 
with it? We rode around to the Russian Memorial on 
Strasse des 17 Juni, then onto the Brandenburg Gate 
for a photo. Prior to us getting there one of the team, 
'Dog'(RAF Regiment Officer) had arranged for some 
of the local Police riders to join us - in the end 12 bikes 
arrived, so after the snaps we were off to the main 
destination, Stalag Luft III in Zagan, Poland. 

We were met by Chris, a Polish army officer who 
would be our guide during our stay. I should state 
at this juncture we were being accommodated and 
'fed' by the army, and would eat the same as they. The 
first night's evening meal was what is called a local 
delicacy - cow stomach soup! For me personally that 
was the end of my diet, I spent the next three days 
living on bread rolls and jam and chocolate bars from 
the local 'Tescos'. Part two in next issue. 
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TheBike k '< 
Experience 


The Bike Experience'is a charity founded 
byTalan Skeels-Piggins to offer riders 
with a disability a route back into biking. 

Neil Allen. 

Photos courtesy of Photo-Shed.com 

alan is not your ordinary biker, in 2003 he 
was knocked off his bike and thrown into the 
path of oncoming traffic. The accident left 
him paralysed from the waist down and thinking 
he'd never ride again. Fast forward to 2013 and 
Talan has competed with ThundersportGB on 
an adapted Suzuki SV650, and even ridden 
alongside British MotoGP star Bradley Smith at the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed. 

The Bike Experience was set up as a trust in April 
2011 and gained official charity status in February 
2012. Talan says, "When I am riding I do not feel 
disabled, I feel free from my wheelchair, I enjoy a 
sense of excitement and independence just as I used 
to. Getting to this point has been a struggle, but it 
has been worth it. I wanted to help other disabled 
motorcyclists have the fantastic feeling of being back 
on a bike, without the falls and setbacks I suffered, so 
The Bike Experience Charity was established." 

The charity does not charge any of the participants 
to attend the day's training, the reasoning being that 
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many disabled people are living without disposable 
income, and would therefore not be able to take part 
if they were charged to participate. To date a total of 
60 riders have taken part and learned to ride again 
with the tuition on offer. 

The aims of the charity are to: 

• Teach and advise motorcyclists who have been 
disabled how they can ride again, through the 
provision of an adapted and modified motorcycle 
which will allow them to ride on track in a safe 
environment using a logical step by step process. 

• Develop a 'positive mental attitude' of the 
individuals who take part. Increase each client's 
self-confidence and self-belief so that they can look 
forward with re-focused energy, empowerment, 
motivation and inspiration. 

• Educate and advise participants how to buy their 
own bike, adapt it and ride at future track days 
independently and safely. 

• Improve the participant's physical health, balance, 
co-ordination, strength and stamina. 

• Bring together able-bodied and disabled people 
so that boundaries are broken down and myths of 
disability are deconstructed 

• Evolve attitudes in the motorcycling world, so that 
disabled motorcycle riding is seen as possible, 
feasible and acceptable. 
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Although on the lookout 
for new venues to host the 
training days, the events 
have so far run at the 
Castle Combe circuit in 
Wiltshire, and RAF Odiham 
in Hampshire.The layout 
of these venues offer areas 
to practice both slow 
controlled manouveres 
and the opportunity to ride at a 
quicker, controlled pace. 

At each Bike Experience event 
Talan is the point of contact, 
oversees the running of the day, 
demonstrates and instructs. Due 
to increased demand, two regular 
instructors workalongsideTalan, 
and one guest instructor is invited to attend an event. 
The guest instructors have included: Maria Costello, 
Mike 'Spike' Edwards, Al Fagan and have a number 
of racers interested in helping the charity during 
their off season, namely MotoGP rider Bradley Smith, 
Manxman Conor Cummins and even World Superbike 
legend Troy Corser. 

Like every charity, the smooth running of each 
event requires a team of volunteers to help make it a 


success. Primarily they are 
required for the'launching' 
and'catching'of the bikes 
as they come to and from 
a standstill, things that 
you can so easily take for 
granted in day-to-day 
biking. The whole Bike 
Experience project was 
initially funded by Talan, 
but on the way has thankfully picked up 
some essential funding and sponsorship. 

In 2012The Bike Experience received 
an award of £10,000 from Awards 4 All, 
which went towards maintenance of 
the bikes, fuel costs, transportation of all 
the required equipment. They received 
two Aprillia Mana motorcycles on loan 
throughout 2012, and have been given a Suzuki 
SV650 for use in future years. Piaggio Group have just 
signed a continuation to this partnership which will 
allow use of the two Aprillias to carry on for 2013. 

If you would like to support The Bike Experience 
in any way, through volunteering, sponsorships or 
even participating in one of the events, then you 
can find more information at www.tbex.co.uk or 
enquire directly at talan@tbex.co.uk 
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SPANISH TRACKDAYS 


A SPANISH TRACK DA/ 


Everest Motorcycles decided to organise a 
Track day at Circuito De Almeria, Spain. 

By Terry Everest 

here was quite a lot of interest from my 
customers, so I contacted Focused Events who 
managed to get us 10 places in November. The 
trip was booked and work commenced on making 
sure that all the bikes were going to be ready to be 
delivered to FE before they made the journey to 
Spain. Unfortunately on this particular trip, one of 
the trucks transporting the bikes and kit got broken 
into and some of my customer's kits were stolen. 
Thankfully, FE were very good at dealing with the 
problem. Their communication and support were 
very professional which meant 
everyone affected managed to 
either replace kit before they left 
the UK or used spare kit in Spain. 

Two of my customers decided to 
make this trip part of a holiday and 
rode down on their touring bikes and 
then met us at the hotel. The rest of us 
flew out together and we hired cars to get us to the hotel 
that was located in the seaside town of Mojoca which was 
approximately 40 minutes away from the circuit. 

On our first day, we gathered all the bikes and kit 
together and got settled in the pits. Unfortunately it was 
raining which meant delay in starting but gave us time to 
organise ourselves .They did some trips around the circuit 
in vehicles to show people the track who hadn't been 
there before. This gives people an idea of the circuit and 
the lines to ride. Luckily the rained stopped and the track 
started to dry out so they opened the circuit for people 
with treaded tyres or full wets. 

The circuit is a very fast flowing track. It starts with a fast 
right uphill then immediately into a downhill right hander. 
Then it leads into a 180 degree double apex left hander 
straight into a challenging triple apex blind right hander. 

It then does a sweeping left, into right, into left again and 
up to the chicane. Then it sweeps right before the long 
back straight for a rest. After the rest you have a right 
hander into a left hander onto the start to finish straight. 


My SV650 did find this a bit of a long straight and it was a 
bit frustrating when the big bikes go past but it just meant 
that I had to go that much faster to make up more ground 
through the bends! This meant the other riders had to 
learn not to bother passing me on the straight as I would 
only pass them again in the bends. 

In the evenings, we all met back at the hotel bar and 
decided where to eat. We found a very good Spanish 
restaurant just down the road with good food and 
company. 

On day two we were up really early for breakfast and 
then straight to the circuit. It was a much better day with a 
drier track. Two of my customers had lessons with Andrew 
Pitt, once a World Super Sport champion. All the bikes 
seemed to be fine to begin with but then a couple needed 
new spark plugs, so I was there to fix 
the problem.There were a few other 
little problems but then the rest of the 
day went without any more mishaps. 

Day three was a good day with no 
problems and we all had fun. 

Day four was our last day, so we 
packed up our belongings because 
we were going straight to the airport from the circuit. It 
was a lovely sunny day and I had a day with the instructor 
Andrew Pitt. 

The day started with us talking about the track and 
then we went out. After the first session, I was told a lot of 
my problem was that I needed a faster bike! My answer 
to this was,"no, you need to teach me to ride it faster". I 
understand my SV650 isn't the fastest of bikes, but I do 
put in good lap times. I believe I was not getting the help I 
needed so I spoke to Steve Platter about taking me out in 
the car during lunchtime. He explained a lot more about 
the turning in points, the apexes and the visual markers to 
ride to around the track.This made a big difference to my 
riding and helped me gain speed and confidence which 
finished an excellent four days. 

If you fancy a track day somewhere a bit more 
exotic, contact Terry Everest on 01825 890313 or 
everestmotorcycles@yahoo.co.uk. Doing a UK 
trackday (maybe with SEB??), then Terry can help to set 
up your bike for maximum performance. 
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Top Brands, Huge Stock, Fast Delivery .. 

www.wemoto.com 01273 597072 


Unit 7, Grange Road Industrial Estate, Albion Street, Southwick, 
Brighton, West Sussex, BN424EN, UK 



Service • Repairs • Tyres 


Track Day Preparations [ —p 
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17 Years Main Dealer Experience 


Tel: 01825 890313. Mobile: 07710 784876 
Email: everest.motorcydes@yahoo.co.uk 
Visit: www.everestmotorcycles.org.uk 

v - Unit 3a. The Oaks Farm Workshops. 

A Framfield. East Sussex. TN22 5PN 


Bring this advert with you and get a MOT for JUST £25! 
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NEWS FROM THE MOTORCYCLE ACTION GROUP 


F ollowing the introduction of new 

motorcycle licencing categories which took 
place on January 19th, there is still some 
confusion around exactly what has changed, 
what is going to change later in the year and 
what will be changing in 5 years from now. I 
hope the following won't add to the confusion! 

WHY THE CHANGES? 

The changes are due to the implementation of 
what is known as 3DLD, or the 3rd EU Driving 
Licence Directive, which was agreed back in 2006. 

All of the EU countries have harmonised their road 
traffic licences and at the same time introduced 4 
categories of motorcycle licence, all of which start 
with the letter'A'. The idea of the different categories 
is to limit the engine power available to those 
youngsters who want to get into motorcycling, and 
ensure that anyone who is examined on a certain 
power of machine, can't ever ride a machine that's 
more powerful unless they've proved themselves 
capable by doing a test for that too. It's just like 
exactly what they don't do for car drivers... 

WHAT ARE THE CHANGES? 

In the last few years we have had three categories of 
bike licence:'P'which was for a moped and then two 
types of'A' licence, covering machinery above and 
below 125cc. On top of that there was a 33bhp two 
year temporary restriction on the 'bigger' licence, if 
you didn't gain that licence through what was called 
Direct Accessor DAS. 

Now we have 4 distinct categories which will let 
you ride: 

AM mopeds with a max speed of 28mph and trikes 
up to 50cc and 4kW (5.3bhp) from 16 years old 


A1 bikes up to 125cc and with no more than 11 kW 
(14.6bhp)(0.1 kW/kg) and trikes with up to 15kW 
(20bhp) from 17 years old 

A2 bikes with up to 35kW (47bhp)(0.2kW/kg), but 
no cc limit, from 19 years old. Still only a 15kW 
trike though. 

A anything you can afford whether it has two or 
three wheels at 21 if you've come through the 
ranks, or from 24 years old. 

WHY THE DIFFERENT AGES? 

Even though the idea is to limit the power 
the young can get their hands on, there is the 
acknowledgement that gaining experience does 
count. For this reason there is 'progressive access' 
where a young novice can progress through the 
categories by taking tests every two years to gain 
access to the next category up. That's why some 
people, who start at 17, will be able to gain a full 'A' 
licence at 21, when those coming to bikes for the 
first time will have to be over 24 before they can 
apply for a full Cat'A'. 

WHAT'S A MINIMUM TEST VEHICLE? 

This is where most of the confusion arises, because 
there is a huge difference between what you can 
ride after you get a licence and what Minimum Test 
Vehicle (MTV) you'll need to use to get that licence 
in the first place. 

Let's look at A2 to demonstrate what I mean. 

An A2 licence will let you ride a bike with up to 
35kW (47bhp) of power regardless of the engine 
size, but the MTV you'll need for the test must be 
over 395cc and make between 25kW (33bhp) and 
35kW (47bhp).This instantly means that the bike 
you'll need to do your'A2'test on can't be a 250cc 
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Inazuma, or even a 300cc Ninja. Complicated isn't it? 

What's even more confusing is that there's a power 
to weight limit for the category and for the test 
vehicle. So one of the funkiest bikes built for years, 
the KTM390 Duke can't be used on an 'A2'at all. As 
a 390 it's too small to take the test (395cc) and as 
a 32kW (44bhp) bike which only weighs 139 kilos, 
it's power to weight at 0.23kW/kg is too high (over 
0.2kW/kg) to be ridden by an 'A2' licence holder 
unless KTM add some lead ballast! 

Something similar happens if you go for a full 'A' 
licence, as the MTV must be over 595cc and over 
40kW (53.6bhp). This means all those 500cc twins 
- ER5, GS500, CB500 - will be no good for the test 
itself, but you'll need the test to be able to ride one! 

The easiest way around all this is to just borrow a 
suitable test bike from a training school. 

WHAT OTHER CHANGES ARE IMMINENT? 

Of course that isn't the end of it, because there will 
be changes to the power criteria of the 'A2' MTVs in 


December which will permit a few more bikes to be 
used, and then in 2018 there will be changes to the 
power criteria of'A' but that's some way off. 

ANYTHING ELSE I SHOULD KNOW? 

While all these changes are happening as a result 
of the EU Directive, we have yet more changes of 
our own coming here in the UK. There has been a 
Ministerial Review on-going now for two and a half 
years which MAG has been central to. It has been 
addressing all the problems that were caused in 2009 
when the super-sized Multi-Purpose Test Centres, 
Mod 1 and Mod 2 test system was introduced. As a 
result of this Review and trials that are coming to an 
end as you read this, the hope is that the bike test 
(no matter what category licence you aim for), will be 
a single event, available all over the country so that 
novices in the South East no longer have to travel up 
to Burgess Hill to get to their nearest test centre.This 
should also make the booking system simpler, more 
efficient and even reduce costs. 


HONDA • DUCAH • KAWASAKI • SUZUKI • 

Quality used road bikes and trials specialist. 
Peugeot scooters. 

All you need for you and your bike. 
Spares, Tyres, Servicing and MOTs. 

Great selection of clothing and helmets. 
Gas Gas, Beta, Sherco trials specialist. j 
Expert advice and off road parts/accessories 

SH0EI • ARAI • SIDI • SPADA • RST • HEB0 • AIR0H 
ALPINESTARS • OXFORD • M0TUL • CASTR0L 

' Call: 01622 688727 / 01622 765791 

JNTfi 

MOTORCYCLE SERVICES LTD 

99-107 Upper Stone St, Maidstone, Kent. ME15 6HE 
Email: intabikes@btconnect.com 

www.intabikes.com 
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In recent years this has been 
a time to train religiously; 
competing in endurance 
mountain bike races among 
t other training generally 
keeps the focus for racing. 
Unfortunately this hasn't 
seemed to allow any time to 
relax and recuperate in recent 
years so Seb Bulpin has been 
enjoying a much needed 
break. By break he doesn't 
mean chilling on a beach, just 
toning down the training and 
enjoying some of life's other 
. fun activities with his time 
away from the day job. 


THE PRICE OF MOTORCYCLE RACING... 

A much fabled and hugely variable answer 
dependant on the type, level, amount of practice, 
quality of machine and equipment etc. But it isn't as 
far out of reach as some might be led to believe. 

Starting with offroad riding with Enduro, Motocross 
or Trials is the cheapest way to get involved with 
motorcycle competition: circa £1,500 for a reliable 
and competitive machine and a weekend's riding to 
be had for around £100 all in. Tyres last months not 
days and the bikes are easy on the upkeep. Once the 
initial outlay is overcome, it really can be a massively 
enjoyable and not terribly expensive past time. The 
other end of the spectrum is privateer entries into a 
Superbike series where it is possible to transform a 


N ew Years and Christmas was great, 
although the hangovers were not so 
brilliant and I'm sure the grey mist didn't 
completely clear for at least a week! I've found a 
new hobby too and it turns out it's a perfect fit 
for road racing — Motocross. Having ridden as 
a kid but not at all in some 15 years it was with 
considerable apprehension that I took to the 
track in some of the most awful weather in recent 
history. Wading through knee deep mud, full 
gas and never in a straight line the sport sucked 
me in and before I knew it, Motocross became a 
regular weekly activity — it has done wonders 
for putting the fun back into two wheels for me! 
Excellent... 




SEBBULPIN 


rather large fortune, into no fortune at all. 

There is of course every stage in between with entry 
level road racing on a (£3,000 upwards) 600cc stock 
machine for circa £600 per round (3 days), the brilliant 
CB500 championship atThundersport utilising cheap 
machinery that proves huge fun to race for even less 
and other similar budget racing classes with road race 
clubs such as BMCRC (Bemsee), Hottrax Motorsport, 
NGRRC and others. I'm happy to point anyone 
interested in the right direction with howto get 
started —just pop me an email using the contacts 
section of my website — www.sebbulpinracing.com 

Also don't forget that South East Biker magazine is 
running some trackdays this year so it's the perfect 
chance to get on track and feel the buzz of blasting down 
a billiard table smooth stretch of tarmac, with no chance 
of a doddering Fiesta pulling into your path.. .bonus! 


2013 PLANS... 

And so it is set that I will once again be competing in 
the Pirelli National Superstock 1000 championship 
aboard my own lOOOcc machine. With some much 
needed and appreciated input from personal 
sponsors, to complement the continued support of 
Held Bikegear UK and GetGeared.co.uk I am able to 
ensure the first half of the season is now budgeted for 
which is a big weight off. 

Goals for the season are to have fun, let it hang out a 
bit on track and not take life too seriously as I've wasted 
too much time over the last 2 seasons getting stressed 
about stuff I frankly can't control; and most of it that 
doesn't even matter. When it comes down to it I've won 
championships and posted the times before, so we'll 
just relax and enjoy the ride and what will be will be. 

Outside of racing I'll be heading down to GetGeared 
in Leatherhead on a number of Sundays through the 
year for their open days which are brilliant fun and I'll 
have my Superstock bike there with some of my race 
gear too — so if you fancy saying hello, that's the best 
place to do it! 

I'm also always looking out for more support and 
with plenty of advertising space on my bike and gear if 
you are interested in some great coverage then please 
do get in touch — Catch you all soon, Seb#143 
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Bahnstormer 

Motorrad 


R 1200 GS The Ultimate 

Riding Machine 

THE NEW GS 
HAS LANDED. 

• 125bhp air/water cooled boxer twin 

• ABS standard 

• Semi-active enduro suspension (optional) 

• Dynamic traction control (optional) 

... the perfection of an Icon 

Call for more details... deposits taken now! 



Bahnstormer Motorrad 

Alton Maidenhead 

Gosport Road 71-73 Furze Platt Road 

Lower Farringdon Maidenhead 

GU343DJ SL67NG 

01420 587 007 01628 509 600 

www.bahnstormer.co.uk 
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//I I ust hurry up and take the frickin photo 1 


J " How do you turn it on"? I was up to my 
knees in the Beaufort Sea, part of the 
Arctic Ocean up at Prudhoe Bay Northern Alaska. 
Standing in the Arctic was just one of those 'Must 
do things 7 1 had to do. Rich and Mark, my current 
riding buddies, didn't see the frost bitten legs 
and risk of Polar Bear attack as'worth it 7 , so they 
stayed on Terra Firma and attempted to take my 
picture. My legs had started to burn with pain 
in the freezing water so shouting at Rich was 
all I could do to vent my discomfort. I didn't see 
myself returning to this wasteland any time soon 
so, to me, it was worth the torture. 

I'd spent a few months touring North America 
on my Yamaha XT660ZTenere and had arranged 
to meet my old travel pal Rich in Vancouver British 
Columbia. We rode from Argentina to Alaska in 2010 
and try to meet up for a trip whenever possible. He 
arrived in August 2011 and hired a KLR650 for our 
ride up to Prudhoe Bay and back in three weeks. Not 


your average'a 11 inclusiveThomas Cook deal but we 
like a challenge. 

Over the next week or so we rode over a thousand 
miles to Dawson Creek, 'mile zero'of The Alaskan 
Highway, then another 1422 miles to Delta Junction, 
the end of this famous military road that crosses 
British Columbia, The Yukon Territory and Alaska. 

We had bumped into (almost literally sometimes) 
bison, moose, lynx, eagles, more black bear than I 
can remember and had been chased by a grizzly. 
Luckily our single cylinder'Thumpers'can JUST out 


Not wanting to take your 
tonventionalT-homas Cook 
* all-inclusive hottday Brian Clarke 
of East Sussex rode across the 
Northern Territories of Canada 
and Alaska on a Yamaha XT660Z. 


Photos courtesy of B.CIarke and 
R.Cumberland, www.xttravels.co.uk 


February-March 2013 • South East Biker Magazine 





















ADVENTURES 





run one at full whack. We 
free camped as much as 
possible and had found 
some real back country 
gems of sites to get away 
from the noisy busy 
RV ridden gravel pits. 

Having a deafly silent 
lakeside to ourselves 
with nothing but loons and 
stars to keep us entertained is 
what makes it all worthwhile. 

After staying with friends in 
Fairbanks we prepared for the 
road that made us nervous. 

The Dalton Highway or'The 
Haul Road'. Named after James 
William Dalton, the Arctic 
engineer, and used to service 
the Alaskan pipeline. It is 415 
miles, 75% gravel, rising up to 
4800ft and nothing but 
tundra, dirt and ice road 
truckers to look at. 

It had been raining for 
a few days so we knew 
it was going to be grim 
up there but it's a road 
we've always wanted 
to tackle. After all, we 
had survived 'Ruta 40'in 
Argentina so this should be a piece of cake...right? 

Leaving our friends the next morning was difficult, 
especially when it's chucking it down outside and 
you've got to put cold wet gear back on. The road 
was good tarmac for about 70 miles and I didn't 
see what all the fuss was about. I spoke too soon 
as the blacktop ended and the primeval ooze 
coated us. Calcium Chloride is used to control dust 
in construction areas which isn't good news for 
bikers. It's slimey, slippery, corrosive to vehicles 
and on a wet grey day like 
this, horrendous. My bike was 
sliding all over the show which 
I obviously put down to the 
slick surface but, as I was to 
find out a few days later my 
rear spokes had come loose so 
I was having double the fun. 

The road thankfully got 
better for a while. Still lots of 
potholes, soft edges, gravel 


and hard packed mud 
but way better than the 
rancid gravy further south. 
There are few services on 
this highway so we took 
advantage of them all. We 
crossed the Yukon River on 
the wet wooden bridge, 
fuelled up at the gas tank 
by the river then went to the 'Hot 
Spot Cafe'a few miles north. I 
thought the Yanks suffered from 
irony deficiency but sitting on the 
plastic picnic furniture, shivering 
uncontrollably, trying to coax 
warmth from my cup of coffee, I 
failed to see the funny side at this 
so called 'Hot Spot'. Even going 
to the toilet in these parts is life 
threatening. Walking around the 
back to the outside loo there are 
signs warning you of 
bear attack! Not the sort 
of thing you need when 
going tothe'dunny'but 
it definitely helps with 
speedy ablutions. 

A further 60 miles 
north got us to that 
imaginary line that is 
the Arctic Circle. A lay-by 
leads you to a tourist sign for photo opportunities. 
Great little place to take your helmet off and meet 
other'Arctic Explorers'. We met an Ecuadorian and 
a Croatian on KTM's heading north. Julio was on a 
dirt bike that needed an oil change every 5 minutes 
and he would also be the first of his country to reach 
Prudhoe on a motorbike. Petar, the Croatian was 
only about 21 and had already written a book about 
his travels to Nordkapp when he was 19. 

Rich and I started taking some photos and we 
took advantage of the red carpet 
complete with yellow line down 
the middle signifying the Arctic 
line at the base of the sign. A small 
group of people watched us do 
this for a while until eventually 
they asked for their carpet back. 
Oops! I thought it was always 
there and we had just trampled 
clumps of mud and slime all over 
it. Time to get outta here! 
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Another 60 miles saw us to 'Coldfoot' (no irony 
there). There are a few camp sites available around 
here but we were drenched, cold, covered in half 
the Alaskan road network and Rich didn't want to 
be eaten by a bear. Some would say he had a point. 
After our ride here my wallet had miraculously lost 
weight. All the businesses up this road have you 
by the plums so everything is expensive. We paid 
$199 for a 2 bed dorm in a 
porta cabin. Don't expect room 
service and a choccy on your 
pillow. After dumping our gear 
we got into the shower fully 
clothed to wash all the crap off 
our gear (not together I might 
add).The drain quickly became 
clogged but if I'm paying 100 
bucks for this room I'm taking 
full advantage. 

I cooked a meal in the room 
and Rich went to the restaurant 
to eat as he's loaded and I'm a poor vagabond. He 
returned a while later with another biker (Rich never 
has problems picking up bikers in bars). Mark had 
flown to Anchorage, bought a GS1200 and was 
riding up to Prudhoe then around North America for 
a couple of months. Wherever you go in this world 
you always bump into another crazed Englishman. 
We had a beer together and planned the next 
day. Deadhorse is a dry town, meaning there is no 
alcohol, so luckily that night we met a couple of'man 
mountain'bow hunters.They would soon be on a 
small plane to be dropped in the wilderness, fend for 
themselves for a few days while trying to fire a 2 foot 
long rod into a grizzly's 
chest at 10 paces! Bloody 
nut jobs! As they had a 
cooler full to the brim 
with beers they were kind 
enough to give us a few 
for our victory drink at 
the Northern Coast. 

The sky was still light 
at midnight when we 
got back to the room 
which now smelt like the 
tongue of a dead dog. 

After stuffing 
ourselves with the'all 
you can eat' breakfast and robbing as many buns as 
I could stuff down my pants, we hit the road about 
10am. The weather was good for a change and we 


were presented with 20 miles of tarmac. Being a 
believer in the'law of sod'it started to rain again just 
as the asphalt ended. All day yesterday I had been 
clearing my visor of mud and spray with my thumb 
from left to right. Because of the grit and calcium 
it had put fine horizontal scratches in my visor so 
the rain no longer ran down, it just clung to the 
plastic. Basically, as we approached the'Atigun Pass' 

I couldn't see a bloody thing. 

It was covered in heavy fog, 
drizzling and like an ice rink. I 
had frozen snot on my face as I 
now had to ride with my visor 
open just to see the speedo. 
The views were non existent 
from up here but we got lucky 
on a return ride south. The view 
across the'Brooks Range' was 
stunning and reminded me a 
lot of the Scottish Highlands. 
Chatting to one of the many 
construction workers we found out a little about life 
at Prudhoe Bay where he worked. The Caribou go 
crazy by constant mosquito bites and can lose massive 
amounts of blood. The wind chill can get to-75°cand 
grizzlies have taken to hibernating under buildings for 
the warmth. Not exactly Costa Del Sol eh? 

After more frozen wet Arctic weather we finally 
made it unscathed and managed to get the last 
couple of rooms in the Prudhoe Bay Inn. Rich, Mark 
and I had a secret alcoholic fuelled celebration (1 
bottle each) in our tiny room with bin liners on the 
windows. It doesn't get dark this far north now so 
it's a cheap way of keeping the light out. We booked 
our Arctic seaside tour 
and the next morning I 
joined the'Arctic dippers' 
by splashing around in 
the Beaufort Sea only 
a 1000 miles from the 
North Pole. 

The next few days were 
spent riding back down 
to Fairbanks, along the 
'Top of the World Hwy' 
and down to Hyder were 
Mark went on his merry 
way. Rich rode back to 
Vancouver and I went 
to the Horizons Unlimited meeting in Nakusp then 
continued on my round the World tour searching for 
more friends and frivolity. ■ 
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h/lotorcyde Training School 










OMME3S 


More than just passing 
your bike test! 

°6BiT o A2 o 0AS o 

o ERS o ADVANCED o DACK TO DIKING o 
o TASTER SESSIONS ° FREE ASSESSMENTS o 
LADIES ONLY DAYS 

DSA Approved Instructors 
covering Sussex, Surrey & Kent. 

Call today: 01342 890006 or 01444 891695 
Email: enquiries@mtssussex.co.uk 
Visit: www.mtssussex.co.uk 


Accessories and Kit 


Full Workshop Facilities 


Independent Dealer /Wl?y 


Bike bought for cash 


Tyres and MOTs 


New & Used Bikes 


Motorcycles 

01732 36 36 30 

88 Priory street, Tonbridge TN9 2AH 

WWW.FASTLANEMOTO.COM 

300 yards from Tonbridge Mainline Station 

Open: Tuesday - Friday 9.00-6.00 Saturday - 9.00-5.00 
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SEB TRACK DAYS 



What do our members think? 
Neil (Experienced Rider) 

"It has been a great day and we will 
book for every one ofSEB's track 
days this year, they are so friendly 
and a real laugh"" 


Ian (Novice Rider) 

"The instructor, helped me to ride a 
better lap and I really enjoyed my 
day with SEB. I will be back " 


Dave (Novice rider) 

"I haven't been on many track 
days but I've had so much help and 
support from the other riders, it's 
given me confidence" 


Look out guys, here comes 


Photography by: 

www.fastframephotography.co.uk 


Gary a hero who rode 65 miles, rode 
every session and rode another 65 
mileshome. 


Tom Looking professional 
and very cool with a big smile 
behind the dark visor. 


Former SEB's editor 
Pete gets help from Ken, SEB's 
instructor. 


Dave getting his 
leg down, whatever 
works Dave! 


SEB's hero of the day! 


outh East Biker's track days 
^^are starting early this year 
^^and Brands Hatch is kicking 
off our season for 2013. Brands 
Hatch is Friday 22nd March, spaces 
are limited, it is a mixed ability 
day on the Indy circuit. We will be 
running track days at Lydden Hill, 
Kent throughout the summer but 
we will also be adding a few days 
at some MSV circuits. We offer 
a great day on amazing circuits, 
with a fun, friendly group of riders. 
If you're less experienced on 
track we have our own qualified 
instructor to help you gain 
confidence and enjoy your day but 
even the best riders can gain some 
valuable points to enhance their 
riding. SEB's instructor will film 
your riding and for just £10 you 
get a DVD of one of your sessions 
on your bike. 

SEB's track day is not just about 


what you do on track, it's a social 
occasion too. Herearejustafew 
things we can offer on our South 
East Biker's track day experience. 

WHAT DO YOU GET 
FROM THE SOUTH EAST 
BIKER CLUB MEMBERSHIP? 

• VIP registration so no need to 
queue at Lydden Hill 

• It's a friendly, social event, ideal 
for novices and experts alike. 

• Our own instructor on hand for 
one to one session 

• Instructor has on board camera 
to film you on track and then 
de-brief after which can improve 
your track day experience. 

• Your own unique DVD of your 
session for only £10 incl P&P. 

• SEB's own photographer who 
concentrates specifically on club 
members 

• We supply FREE Drinks, Snacks 


and Shelter from the British 
weather 

• FREE goodie bag, includes 
stickers, vouchers and much more. 

• On hand FREE advice to help 
set up your bike. 

We know you will have a great 
time so book now and join in 
with the fun but you don't have 
to believe us, why not hear from 
some our SEB club members. 

You don't have to own a sports 
bike to go on track, our members 
are individuals and so are their bikes, 
just check out the pictures on South 
East Biker Facebook group. 

More SEB track day dates for 
2013 will be on our Facebook 
group and April issue. For Brands 
Hatch Indy circuit book now to 
avoid disappointment as space is 
already limited. 

Call Debbie on 01892 610808 
or debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk 
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Join MAG in 2013 

Tel: 01926 844064 www.mag-uk.org 


and get £25 

of Adventure 
Motorcycling 
DVDS... 




(onlinenlcil 


Continental tyres are helping 
MAG celebrate our 40th birthday! 

Join MAG today, help us fight 
anti-bike legislation AND enjoy 
the Nick Sanders Parallel World 
DVD series as a gift from 
Continental Tyres. 

Conti & MAG 

Keeping Riders On The Road 


ABSOLUTU.Y FREE! 


Motorcycle Action Group 













FESTIVE FUN 


Gary McCoy 


We arrived at Bagshot at 0630 on the 27th December in 
the pouring rain for the 30th Anniversary Boxing Day 
Enduro hosted by the Witley and District Motorcycle Club. 
RichT of TeamSnapper writes... 
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T he course was eight miles and with days 
and days of continual rain we all knew 
it was going to be tough for all and with 
Championship riders averaging a 45 minute lap 
gives you an idea of how tough it was, 2 hard/ 
easy routes were on the course, one a 12 foot 
drop off of a World War II Pillbox that was only 
attempted by the very skilful or the insane and a 
drop-off, step-up over a concrete wall similar to 
the wall at Longmoor, The course had many tough 
climbs and some log obstacles and off camber 
banks, tank wash etc that proved too much for 
many of the riders especially as m.ajority of them 
were Sportsman/B Level Clubman. As usual the 
traditional Le-Mans run to the bikes start via 
firework. 

It was a three-hour hare 'rY hound event but for 
some it was 4 hours, over 320 riders started, although 
120 (approx) did not even get one lap in. 90 (approx) 
only managed one lap, 60 (approx) managed two, 40 
(approx) only managed three. 15 (approx) bombed 
out by four laps but only the winner and runner up 
managed 5. All that finished should feel rightly proud 
of themselves because this will go down as one of the 
toughest events ever in the South of England. 
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The blue and yellow of Aaron Smith and Tyson M Jones led the way for 
short while but the trials skills of Alexz Wigg that came in so handy soon 
took the lead and pulled quite a lead but the very clever tactician in 
Rich Ely kept to his plan and listened to his pit team and reeled Alexz in 
eventually pulling away to take a monumental victory with Alexz runner 
up, third went to Max Varney on his first event on a 250 and sent out a 
warning message that he is ready and fit for 2013. 


EXPERT CLASS 

The wetter, boggier and technical conditions is what suits Phil Wiffen and 
it showed with his effortless style and Phil worries about himself only and 
won't get drawn into a battle and simply rides his own race and simply 
enjoys and today that mixture was the winning formula, runner up 
and so deserved was another trials ace Tom Moss who has been up the # 
pointed end so many times in 2012 but to be denied finishes by simply 
bad luck, third went to another rider not afraid to dig deep and likes to 
battle was Karl Langford. 


VETERAN A CLASS 

When Mark (The Kirbinator) Kirby and Gary McCoy are in same event 
you know there will be a fight to the end and it did not disappoint this 
time but the kirbinator is so on form and fit at present it was noticeable 
towards the end for him to take the victory over Gary, third went to 
Darren Osborne. 


CLUBMAN A CLASS 

Another rider that is going through a purple patch is Normandy MCC's 
James De-Merist and today he showed again he has the pace and when he 


posts a finish it is usually a podium 
and a top placed one today, Ian Hill 
was runner up and was great to 
see as no doubting Ian's ability, 3rd 
' went to Dex Bayne Powell. 

VETERAN B CLASS 

An exceptional ride from Kevin 
O'reordan with not just the class 
win but with four laps to his name 
it has to be applauded and it was 
not his speed but his technical 
ability and awareness of what was 
going on, runner up and another 
rider that has great experience 
and ability and just gets the job 
done was Stephen Head, 3rd went 
Michael Stradwick who looked like 
he was struggling for a while but 
towards the end he had got into 
a rhythm and looked happy and 
well deserved podium. 

CLUBMAN B CLASS 

Sam Wilson did not have the best 
of starts and I think it Sam who 
came off at the start and was 
prob at one stage last in his class 
but great skills and the ability to 
read the troubles ahead gave him 
the class win, second to Robert 
Hladik who rides his own race and 
just relishes the challenges and 
so enjoys his events and one of 
the most improved riders of 2012, 
third went to London Fire Brigade 
MCC John Gilbertson who rode 
probably the best i have seen 
this year and dare i say he looked 
Happy out there. 

SPORTSMAN CLASS 

What a popular victory for one of 
the nicest guys in the sport and 
so deserved for Mike Husband 
and to have completed three laps 
is proof that ability/skill were the 
tools neededtoday, runner up was 
teenager Niles Reid whom I have 
have to applaud as for a youngster 
he dug very deep and kept his 
attitude right which is rare in 
someone so young, thrid went to 
Clive Wilson. 
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FESTIVE FUN 



EVO CLASS 

One of my favourite classes and was great 
to see so many out there and my pre race 
favourite Ian Proudfoot did not disappoint 
and seemed to relish in the conditions and 
even managed a wave for me, runner up 
was Rob Carey but i think had a bad start 
as seemed way back on lap one but made 
great recovery, third went to Daryl Dale. 

Witley MCC spent many hours setting up 
the course and doing their upmost to make 
a spectacle as this is one if not the most 
watched event in the South, and it worked 
and was a success, sadly with so much rain 
over the past weeks that no matter where 
it was staged it would have been tough 
but well done to Colin Boniface and the 
Witley crew. It was also nice touch that 
the commemorative mug given to every 
competitor had a photo of last year's Expert 
class winnerTom Smith who sadly lost his 
life in an off road event quite soon after. ■ 

Rich T, Teamsnapper, 
www.teamsnapper.co.ukor join us on 
Facebook: Rich & Erika Teamsnapper 
www.facebook.com/richnerika.teamsnapper r 


Do you want to experience 
the freedom of the road? 

Ask about our FREE assessment for DAS orA2! 

COMPULSORY BASIC TRAINING 
DIRECT ACCESS & A2 COURSES 
BACK TO BIKING 
ENHANCED RIDER SCHEME 


TRAINING • SERVCING • SALES • TYRES • MOTs 

www.sussexmotorbikes.co.uk 

Burrell Road, Haywards Heath RH16 1TW 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 



T he day was the best attended event for 
years, a lovely sunny day. We had over 
100 bikes at Bramber, six bike clubs and 
single riders and pillions. 

The two minutes silence of Remembrance was held 
in the car park of the Hotel. 

The ride to Lancing College went well even with 
all the road works. Bob had got special permission to 


take the bikes through Shoreham Airport. 

There were 90 bikes up at the College. With the sun 
out it made a really inspiring sight. 

We would like to 'Thank'everyone for helping to 
raise £210 for Help for Heroes and topping up the 
Poppy Pot and also for making the event special. 

Bob and Eve Pullen. 

Remembrance Sunday Bikers organisers. 





New SEB 
T-Shirts 
are now 
available! 


A quality Fruit of the Loom product that 
you can wear with pride when out on 
your bike (or not). £1 from each sale will 
go to a local Air Ambulance fund. 


To order log onto www.southeastbiker.co.uk or send a cheque for £11.99 to South East Biker, 

Wirral Acre, Eridge Road, Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2SP. Please state which size you require and 
include delivery details. Available in black but if you want another colour, let us know and we will see 
what we can do. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO 
SOUTH EAST BIKER 

magazjme 


for just t°) per mmw\ b cover 
?$.?, woe g*lLL post six Issues (Aired to 
cpur door, Pay via PayPal to 
Ktck@soutkeastblker,co,uk or via tke 
website: w4w^,soutkeastbtker,co,uk 
or seKci a ckecjue to: 

$£B, WlrraL Acre, Erldge Road, 
Cro*»borougk, East Sussex, Thlt? ESP, 


* * 

John Harris 

Motorcycles 

Honda Specialist 
Servicing & MOTs 

Accident Repairs, Clothing, 
Accessories and Parts 


Full Range of 
Halverssons Available! 


All your winters’ needs 
available for 
you and your bike. 

01892 652380 

Whitehill Road, Crowborough, 
East Sussex. TN6 US 

www.jhmc.co.uk 




South East Biker Magazine • www.southeastbiker.co.uk 


41 





















Here is your quick guide to biker resting points throughout our region. 

If you wish to advertise your business here to 1000s of bikers then 
call Debbie on 01892 610808 ormnail: debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk_ 




The 

Bell Inn 

Outwood, 
RH1 5PN 


Loomies 

Cafe 

West Meon, 
GU32 1JX 


Oakdene 

Cafe 

Wrotham, 

TN157RR 


^httevjays 

Cate 


Six q 
Bells 

Chiddingly, 

BN86HT 


Kent Motorcycles 
H'sCafe 

(over Road (A2),CT46SA 

Tel: 01227 832601 

Opening hours: 

Mon -Fri, 7:30am-3:30pm 

Sat 7:30am -5pm 
8am to 4pm Sun 

,d is Bike night open until 9.30pm 

_ 


Station Cafe 

Station Road, Alton, GU 
Tel: 01420 82205 

M °"' t Sat6: 30 a m-3pm. U cto se( 

&H StartsendMa ' 

T _. edne sdays 5pm-9pm 
Tryone'Tf ySerWceava “ ab i 

ry one ofour great value I 
money quality mea | s 


Wessons Cafe 

High Street, Horam, Heathfield, 
East SussexTN21 0ER 
Tel: 01435 813999 

Home of the MAMA Burger 
Eat In or Takeaway Welcome 

Now Open 7 Days A Week 
Mon-Fri 7am To 4pm 
Sat & Sun 9am To 4pm (Inc, Bank Hols) 


mm 

m 




~il 
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boottk B/ist Biker Brents 


FEBRUARY EVENTS 


Trials - Rlkg^ood MC ^ LCC 
Trials - Baslkgstoke MCC 

MAG - Fred Hill memorial 
ruk leaving tke Ace Cafe 
at 12-kook to Pektokvllle 
frlsok, All dokatloks 
gratefully received. Not maky 
people cak claim to be a 
martyr for our lifestyle, 

MAG NIGHT, MAG kick- 
starts Its 4^tk akklversary 
celebratloks ok Saturday 
February 16 loiS *>ltk MAG 
Nlgkt - a katlok^lde t^ave of 
parties akd activities offerlkg 
value-for-mokey ektertalkmekt 
for bikers, Every MAG reglok 
*>lll be orgaklslkg evekts 
tkrougk Its local groups, All 
fukds raised *>lll go direct to 
fukdlkg tke flgkt for riders' 
rlgkts, 

15—17 Feb MCN Motorcycle Sko^ 

Excel Lokdok 

24 Nib Trials - Soutkamptok sf 

District MCC 

24 Pfcb World Superblkes, Pkllllp 

Islakd 1 


16 Feb 


MARCH EVENTS 

10 Marck Tke Soutk of Ekglakd 
Motorcycle Sko*> 

Blkejumble, Soutk of Ekglakd 
Sko**groukd, Ardlkgly, West 
Sussex, RH17 6TL, Large 
Ikdoor motorcycle okly sko«4 
for pre-19?o motorcycles 
u^ltk Club Stakds akd 
kukdreds of macklkes ok 
display, Large Ikdoor akd 
outdoor Blkejumble w^ltk 
kew4 akd used spares, bikes, 
clotklkg $ accessories for 
sale, ^^,elkpromotloks,co,uk 

22 Marck Soutk East Biker Trackday 
Brakds Hatck 

24 Marck Sukbeam MCC Plokeer Ruk 
Tattekkam Corker, Epsom to 
Madeira Drive, Brlgktok 

31 Marck Trials - Double Five Kekt 
MCC Ltd 


PLEASE NOTE: ^e cakkot be keld respokslble for tke Ikformatlok provided ok 
tkls page, Muck of It Is provided Ikdepekdektly, We suggest you ckeck details 
^Itk tke orgaklsers before makikg commltmekts, Furtker details akd coktacts 
for some of tkese evekts cak be foukd at ^^,soutkeastblker,co,uk, 


For Soutk East Biker Track Days coktact: debble@soutkeastblker,co,uk 
if you kave ak evekt you ^ould like listed tkek email: klck@soutkeastblker,co,uk, 
Aprll/May ektrles to be Ik by 5tk Marck loll , Ektrles are limited to first come first Ik, 



TRADE SERVICES 


NEW BIKES 

Cooper BMW Motorrad 

Longfield Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TN2 3UE 
Tel: 0845 601 8593 

New demo bikes available to try. 
Sales, Servicing, Clothing and parts. 

Haslemere 

Motorcycles 

Petersfield Road, Whitehill, 
Hampshire GU35 9AR 
Sales: 01420 488290 

Main Suzuki, Yamaha dealer with 
good quality used motorcycles and 
Harleys. Test ride the new GSXR600 or 
try some of our great 125's on sale. 

mfmso&zm 

Everything Honda, New demo's 
available to test ride, CBF125, CBR 
250 and VFR. MOT's, Servicing, 
Clothing and Accessories. 

USED BIKES 

J. S. Gedge 
(Triumph) 

lOSilchester Road, 

St Leonards-on-Sea, 

East Sussex. TN38 0JB 
Tel: 01424 423520 

Triumph bikes, quality used bikes and 
clothing to cope with all weather. 

J. S. Gedge (Honda) 

406-410 Old London Road, 
Hastings, E. Sussex. TN35 5BB 
Tel: 01424 423708 

The one stop Honda shop. 

INTA Motorcycles 

99-107 Upper Stone Street, 
Maidstone. Kent. ME15 6HE 
Tel: 01622 688727 or 
01622 765791 

Email: intabikes@btconnect.com 

We specialise in quality used 
motorcycles and are Kent's leading 
motorcycle trials specialists. 


JAM Sport Motorcycles 

43 The Street, Wrecclesham 
Farnham, Surrey. GUI 0 4QS 
Tel: 01252 718606 

SALES, SERVICE, REPAIRS, 
SPARE PARTS and MOT'S 
Stockists in Enduro,Trials, MotorX 
and quality used bikes 


Phoenix Motorcycles 

3a Beeching Road, Bexhill on 
Sea, East Sussex TN39 3LG 
Tel: 01424 225224 

Quality used bikes available, MOT's, 
Servicing, Parts and Accessories 


SERVICING 

Kingston 

Motorcycle Centre 

Tel: 0208 549 5335 

Servicing, MOT's, Race-Track 
Prep and repairs. 

Fastlane Motorcycles 

88 Priory Street, 
Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2AH 
Tel: 01732 363630 
Email: fastlanebikes@aol.com 
We have a wide range of Used 
bikes, Clothing, Servicing, MOT's, 
Parts,Track and Race preparation. 

CLOTHING 

GetGeared 

290 Kingston Road, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7QE 
Tel: 01372 225100 

Everything you need under 
one roof or check out our 
extensive website. 

www.getgeared.co.uk 

The Biker Store 

Unit 2, Systems House, 
Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Blindly Heath, 

Surrey, RH7 6JD 
Tel: 01342 458171 
Wide range of helmets, 
clothing and accessories. 
Come down and see 
our large showroom. 


Helmet City 

Waylands Farm, 
Tatsfield, TNI 6 2JT 
Tel: 01959 577911 
Email: sales@helmetcity.co.uk 

Large range of Helmets, clothing 
and accessories in stock. 
Outlets in Chichester and Dorset. 

www.helmetcity.com 

TRAINING 


Sussex 

Motorbikes 

Tyres, Servicing, MOTs, 
Repairs, Sales & Training 
www.sussexmotorbikes.co.uk 

CBT, DAS, ERS with bike and kit hire 
available. We are an established 
training centre that can take you 
from CBT to advanced training. 


MTS SUSSEX 
MotorcycleTraining for 
Sussex, Surrey and Kent 

•Taster Sessions • CBT • A2/DAS • 

• ERS • Advanced • Back to Biking • 

• Free Assessments • Ladies Only Days • 

Call us now on 01342 890006 
enquiries@mtssussex.co.uk 
www.mtssussex.co.uk 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BIKESURE 

Insurance Champions 
Call 0800 089 2000 
or visitwww.bikesure.co.uk 


Viking 

Motorcycle Seats 

27A Heaver Trading Estate, 
Ash, Kent TNI 5 7HJ 
Tel: 07977 874075 

Seat modifications, Gel pads, 
re-covering and embroidery 
www.vikingmotorcycleseats.co.uk 
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CLUBS 


CLUB 

WEBSITE 

CONTACT 

69 Motorcycle Club, Dover 

www.69motorcycleclub.org 

01304 820181 

Armed Forces Bikers Charity Motorcycle Club 

www.armedforcesbikers.co.uk 


Associated Sheppey Bikers 

www.theasb.orangehome.co.uk 

01795 870533 

Black Phoenix RC, Sittingbourne 

www.blackphoenixrc.co.uk 

07743 427227 

Brighton Easyriders 

www.brighton-easyriders.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ 

brightoneasvriders 

Brighton Overland Travellers 

www.horizonsunlimited.com/ 

countrv/uk/briqhton 


BSA Owner's Club 

www.westsussexbsa.co.uk 


Burgess Hill & Distrct Motorcycle Club 

www.burgesshillmc.com 


Carshalton Motorcycle Club 

www.carshaltonmcc.com 

020 8642 0964 

Chimaeras MCC 

www.chimaeras.org.uk 

chimaeras@hotmail.co.uk 

Christian Motorcyclists Association 

www.bike.org.uk/cma/ 
sw london.php 

07871 960603 

Deal & District MCC 

www.ddmcc.ocatch.com 


Eastbourne and District MCC (Trials) 

www.edmcc.co.uk 

07733 050537 

East Kent Advanced Motorcyclists 

www.ekam.org.uk 

07092 857898 

East Sussex Advanced Motorcyclists 

www.es-am.org.uk 

01323 849073 

Friends & Bikers MC 

www.friends-and-bikers.co.uk 

01634 245349 

GEST Hastings MCC 

www.gesthastingsmcc.co.uk 


Gravesend MC 

www.gravesendmcc.com 

07740 341042 

Greenwich Motor & MCC 


01322 222197 

Guildford Motorcycle Club 

www.guildfordmcc.org.uk 

07774 422430 

Honda Owners Club, Kent Branch 

www.kent.hoc.org.u k 

01322 400775 
kent@hoc.org.uk 

Huntsman Motor Cycle Club 

www.huntsmanmcc.telinco.co.uk 


Invicta Bike Club 

www.invictabikeclub.co.uk 


Kent Advanced Motorcyclists Group 

www.kamg.org.uk 

0844 585 7792 

London Advanced Motorcyclists Group 

www.l-a-m.org 

07000 781 103 

London Fire Brigade MCC 


07931 627213 

MAG - Motocycle Action Group (Brighton) 

www.brighton.mag-uk.org 

07780 704357 

Merry Axemen The White Rock Underriver 

www.merryaxemen.co.uk 


Mid-Sussex British Motorcycle Club 

www.msbmc.co.uk 


New Life Bikers - Biggin Hill 

www.newlifebh.org.uk 

01959 571667 

Reigate & Redhill North Downs MC 

www.rrnd.co.uk 

07793 659176 

ROSPA Southern Advanced 

Motorcycle Training 

www.rospasmart.com 


Royal British Legion Riders Branch (RBLR) 

www.rblr.co.uk 


Sidcup & District Motorcycle Club 

www.sidcupmotorcycleclub.co.uk 


South East BMW 

www.southeastbmw.com 

01634 241215 

The Half Moon Bike Club, 

Half Moon Inn, Cade Street, Heathfield 


halfmoonersbikeclub@ 

yahoo.co.uk 

Tonbridge & Mailing MC 

www.tm mcc.co.u k 


Triumph Owners MCC Mighty South London 

w w w.to mccmsl.co.uk 

doddiekent@hotmail.com 

Tsunami Riders MCC 

www.tsunamiriders.org.uk 


UFO's MCC 

www.ufos-mcc.com 


West Sussex Advanced Motorcyclists 

www.wsam.info 

07870 373087 

Wey Valley Advanced Motorcyclists (WVAM) 

www.wvam.org.uk 


Widows Sons Masonic Bikers Ass., S E Chapter 

www.widowsons-south-east.com 



South East Biker Magazine • www.southeastbiker.co.uk 


45 

















































SEB PICK UP POINTS 


BERKSHIRE 


BASINGSTOKE 

Mott Motorcycles.RG23 7LL 

BRACKNELL 

Bahnstomer BMWThms.Vlly... RG12 OSH 
TriCounty Motorcycles.RG12 1NQ 

READING 

Blade Honda Reading.RG2 OQX 

SLOUGH 

Sid Morams Motorcycles.SL1 1UA 


DORSET 


BOURNEMOUTH 

Crescent Motorcycles.BH8 9RT 

VERWOOD 

Crescent Motorcycles HQ.BH31 6AX 


EAST SUSSEX 


BEXHILL-ON-SEA 

Top Gear Superstore/ 


Phoenix Motorcycles.TN39 3LG 

BRIGHTON 

Chandler's BMW.BN41 1YH 

CHIDDINGLY 

The Six Bells.BN8 6HT 

CROWBOROUGH 

ASF Tyres.TN6 3JZ 

John Harris Motorcycles.TN6 1JS 

HASTINGS 

J. S. Gedge (Honda).TN35 5BB 

HEATHFIELD 

JWGroombridge.TN21 OSP 

HORAM 

Wessons Cafe.TN21 OER 

MARKCROSS 

FreeStyle.TN6 3PD 

PEVENSEY 

J.S. Gedge (Honda).TN24 6EX 

LEONARDS-ON-SEA 

J. S. Gedge (Triumph).TN38 OJB 


ESSEX 


BRADWELL 

Essex Bikers Centre.CM77 8EB 

BRAINTREE 

Cannon BMW Motorcycles.CM7 3QS 

CHELMSFORD 

Essex Honda.CM2 9QP 

COLCHESTER 

Colchester Kawasaki.C02 8JB 

DAGENHAM 

Sudden Impact.RM8 1ST 

FINCHINGFIELD 

The Three Tuns Pub.CM74NR 

LEIGH-ON-SEA 

Alpha Motorcycles.SS9 3NF 


HAMPSHIRE 


ALDERSHOT 

Gordon Farley Motorcycles.GUI 2 6LF 

ALTON 


Bahnstomer Alton.GU34 3DJ 

The Station Cafe / M. Snell.GU34 2PZ 

BORDON 

Haselmere Motorcycles.GU35 9AR 

FAREHAM 

Destination Triumph.P016 OHD 

FARNBOROUGH 

Infinity Motorcycles.GU146HG 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Crescent Motorcycles.SO50 6AA 

Infinity Motorcycles.S031 8ER 

WESTMEON 

LoomiesCafe.GU32 1JX 

WINCHESTER 

Alan Lear Motorcycles.S023 7DW 


KENT 


ASH 

Viking Motorcycle Seats.TNI 5 7HJ 

BROMLEY 

The Warren.BR2 7AL 

CANTERBURY 

Kent Motorcycles.CT4 6SA 

Robinsons Foundry 

Motorcycles.CT2 7QG 

CHATHAM 

Bowen Moto.ME4 5AB 


DEAL 

The Adelaide Farm Cafe.CT17 OAT 

DOVER 

Coombe Valley Motorcycles.CT17 0HG 

EDENBRIDGE 

Red Dog Motorcycles.TN8 5AY 

FARNINGHAM 

The Pied Bull.DA40DG 

MAIDSTONE 

Laguna Motorcycles.ME16 8RA 

Inta Motorcycles.ME15 6HE 

RAMSGATE 

Dave Fox Motorcycles.CT11 8PJ 

SEVENOAKS 

The Harrow Inn.TN14 7JT 

TONBRIDGE 

Fastlane Motorcycles.TN9 2AH 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Breakaway Motorcycles.TNI 2RF 

Cooper BMW Motorrad.TN2 3UE 

WROTHAM 

Oakdene Cafe.TNI5 7RR 


LONDON 


CLAPHAM 

Infinity Motorcycles.W4 5YT 

GREAT PORTLAND STREET 

Infinity Motorcycles.W1W5PG 

HANGER LANE 

Infinity Motorcycles.W5 1ET 

HIGH HOLBORN 

Infinity Motorcycles.WC1V 6PW 

KINGS ROAD 

Warrs Harley Davidson.SW6 

LEYTONSTONE 

Double R Motorcycles.El 1 4JT 

MOTTINGHAM 

Warrs Harley Davidson.SE9 4QW 


MIDDLESEX 


MIDDLESEX 

West London Yamaha.TW13 6HD 

RUISLIP 

Daytona Motorcycles.HA4 8PT 


SURREY 


BLINDLEY HEATH 

The Biker Store/ 

Motorcycle Centre.RH7 6JJ 

BOXHILL 

RykasCafe.RH5 6BX 

COULSDON 

Doble Motorcycles.CR5 2NG 

DORKING 

Beaky's Motorcycles.RH5 4QU 

GUILDFORD 

Destination Triumph.GU5 OJA 

Harley Davidson.GU3 1NA 

LEATHERHEAD 

GetGeared.KT22 7QE 

KINGSTON 

Kingston Motorcycles Centre.KT1 3LG 

REDHILL 

Fins Motorcycles.RH1 6ET 

SURBITON 

Tippets Motorcycles.KT6 7AW 

WOKING 

Woking Yamaha.GU21 6U 

WRECCLESHAM 

JAM Sport.GU10 4QS 


WEST SUSSEX 


ARUNDEL 

Whiteways Cafe.BN 18 9FD 

COWFOLD 

Chalet Cafe.RH13 8DU 

CRAWLEY 

P & H Motorcycles.RH10 9RD 

HAYWARDS HEATH 

Bike Smart.RH16 1DN 

HORSHAM 

New Street Motorcycles.RH13 5DT 

WASHINGTON 

Destination Triumph.RH20 4AJ 

WORTHING 

Keys Bros Motorcycles.BN11 1UG 


If you would like your company to 
be an official distributor of SEB or 
you would like to suggest a trader 
to distribute the magazine, please 
contact Debbie on 01892 610808 or 
email: debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk 







The South 
East's No.1 

free 

bike mag! 


sir woe 


in 

JUUc^o o o 


Why not advertise your Company in the South East's No 1 FREE magazine for bikers? 
Maximize your company's full potential by promoting it in South East Biker Magazine and 
make sure your company's name reaches the customers you need. 

SEB has a readership of around 20,000 in the height of summer. SEB also has an active website, 
Facebook Group and Twitter to keep our readers in touch with what's going on around the 
South East. With a fully readable edition online our readership is worldwide. 

Whatever your budget we can provide a solution; from a business card box to the prestigious 
cover ads, we are here to help you. 

Call Debbie Tunstill today on 01892 610808 or email debbie@southeastbiker.co.uk 
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^Irawrh Price® 

ats.co.u' 

ts.co.uk 


GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE!! 









RiDER Best Clothing & 

POWER Accessories Retailer* 

* Awards for service & value 4 years running 


















